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Imagine...

…its Fall, 2019, and we’re hosting a special open house at the
new school. You walk into the lobby and you’re immediately
struck by the amount of evening sunlight streaming into the
lobby - lots of sunlight, through lots of windows. The smell of
coffee and baked goods �ills your senses and you see many
other parents and grandparents mingle about in the wide open,
vaulted ceiling lobby. Some are sitting around the tables
enjoying refreshments; others are looking at all the student art
work on the walls. You are drawn to the pictures showing
updates of work in the Dominican Republic; teacher training
sessions, new school additions, Dominican teachers attending a
conference in Ottawa, all funded in part through this campaign.

The clear, crisp message over the new PA system invites you
into the gym to enjoy the brief opening program. Because you
got caught up in a conversation with a friend, you have to take
one of the back seats, but that’s not a problem. You’re struck by
how close the stage feels; the stage that is on the side wall, and
extends out into the audience. You look behind you and notice
the large glass doors on the wall opposite the stage. These can
be opened or closed, depending on the need in the gym. For
now, they are closed, and you conclude that tomorrow is a
band day, as all the chairs and instruments are set up for band
practice. You’re looking at the Performing Arts Room, to be
used by band, choir, drama, and who knows what other
creative activities will happen there.
You’re impressed, and you and your friend are eager to tour
around the rest of the building. But that will have to wait until
the next newsletter.
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Update on the Building Project:
A Conversation with the People Who Know
Over the past few months, my standard answer to people who have asked me, “How’s
the building project going?” has been, “Good” and then I describe the latest developments,
based on what I can see through the fence. But let’s be real, I’m a layperson DIY’er, hired
as a principal, not a builder. So during the 3rd week of October, I caught up with some
people who do know: Hugh Burgsma (HB) general contractor, Al Vanderlaan (AV)
Building Committee liaison to Complete Construction, and Dan Vanderlaan (DV) Building
Committee Chair. We met at the job site and here’s part of our conversation.

NG: So, how are things going?
HB: Now that we �inally have the building permit,
things will start to change very quickly. The delay in
getting the permit has been holding us back quite a
bit and with just a demolition permit, there was only
so much we could do.
NG: Any surprises during the demolition?
AV: Things went mostly on track. They had to dig the
footings a little deeper because of soil quality, but
that wasn’t a big deal. We also expected more block
walls in the building, but most of them are frame
construction. I guess that’s the way they did it back
then. But no major surprises that set us back, or
resulted in signi�icantly increased demolition costs.
NG: What’s your timeline for the short term,
recognizing that it hard to predict a few months
down the road.
HB: We’re hoping that by mid-November we have all
the exterior walls up, the trusses and the roof are
next. The roo�ing part is when we’ll be looking for
some help.
NG: Speaking of that, Dan, you put together a “Help
Wanted” ad for roofers. What’s the response been?
DV: Beyond great. Fantastic. People really are eager
to help and the response to that request has shown
that. We talk a lot about the amazing �inancial
support for this project, but even the support to
come out and help build has been really encouraging.
HB: And I just want people to know that they will be
hired to do that work. What they do with their pay, if
they want to donate it back to the school because

they thought they were volunteering their time, is
completely up to them.
NG: Another FAQ – who’s the general contractor?
AV: Complete Construction. They’ve had a crew on
site since day one. And at this point, most of the sub
trades are lined up and pretty much all of the material
is on order.
HB: The response to the tendering process has been
terri�ic. There’s lots of interest and enthusiasm from
local contractors. They want to be involved.
NG: The demolition and changes to the inside of the
school are a little hard to see, but we can easily see
the new footprint of the school. How much is being
added?
DV: Not one square foot of the school will go
untouched. Most of the classrooms along the west
side are just undergoing a facelift. The east side of the
building will experience major changes. And a total of
8,800 squ. ft will be added to the existing building.
NG: Anything else you would like the support
community to be aware of?
DV: I am so impressed with the way that the Building
Committee (Nick Heykoop, Ryan Meinen, Al and Dan
Vanderlaan, Nick Geleynse) has been able to work
with the architect, Henry Swinkels, and Hugh
Burgsma. Everyone has been extremely professional
and open about the process. And we’ve had a lot of
good laughs at the meetings. That’s been another one
of God’s great blessings to this project.
NG: Thanks, everyone, for bringing us up to date.
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