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Newsletter
The Tour Continues...

The program in the gym is over, and you’re eager to wander
through the rest of the school. Your attention is drawn to the
north west corner of the gym and you check out the new, very
functional kitchen. You and your friend reminisce about the
fact that the kitchen and adjoining Science room are where
the old stage used to be, and you share stories about crawling
under the stage and … well, enough of that. Speaking of the
new science room, the lack of �ine �inish in this room make it
clear that this is a place where things will get built, and
students won’t have to worry about wrecking the �loor. You
move across the hallway to the new Art/French room. Even
though neither of these was your favourite subject, you can’t
help but be impressed with the fact that you’ve entered a
French world. And the art work on display, even though they
are just in their beginning stages, leave you wondering if the
next VanGogh is going to be a graduate of HCS! You enter the
library, and there’s something familiar about it – the shelving,
that’s it. It all came out of the former library, and it looks great
in this new setting. All of these rooms are new additions to
the school and these new spaces leave you impressed. But
then you walk out of the library directly into the new student
lounge and your jaw drops. The large skylight overhead
allows the late evening sunlight to pour into this lounge area,
giving it a natural, fresh feel. The large open space
surrounded by the library, staff room, and student services
room leave you with little doubt that this will be the hub of
the school, a place bustling with activity when the students
are here. You sit down in one of the lounge chairs. No need to
move on yet. Let’s just take in the atmosphere of this space.
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Update on the Building Project
“Early December had its stretches of miserable weather, which set us
back a bit. But then we had a couple of really good weeks before the
Christmas holidays, and that got us back on track. So far, January looks
pretty reasonable as well.” (I’ve come to realize that contractors watch
the weather more than I did in the days when we built a backyard
skating rink!) That was part of the conversation at the early January
Building Committee meeting. This monthly meeting is a good place to
touch base with all the main players involved in the build and compare
notes, raise any issues, and get caught up on the latest news on the
project.
Someone in the group eventually asks the inevitable question, “How’s it
going” and that gives Hugh Burgsma, the general contractor, a chance to
update all of us:
•
•
•
•
•

The new main areas of the building are closed in with the roof on
and windows almost all in. This allows more work to get done
inside in more of a climate controlled environment.
The steel roof is expected to be on by the end of January.
The skylight over the student lounge will be installed in the next couple of weeks.
The plumbing is proceeding on schedule so that more �loors can be poured so that more walls can go up.
Besides that, a lot of items that are critical, but not really visible, have been approved such as the electrical
equipment, lighting, �ire alarm system, HVAC units, and ventilation.

What’s expected over the next month or so? “More interior walls, so that the individual rooms will start to take
shape. And with the building closed in, some of the sub trades can start doing their work,” was what Al
Vanderlaan, liaison to the general contractor, predicted. In addition, the design committee will start meeting
again to work out some of the smaller details that need to be planned at this stage.
No meeting concludes without someone asking the question, “Are things on track?” The experienced contractors
around the table looked at each other and responded, “We’re not worried”. That’s always music to anyone’s ears
when it involves a building project.

Update on our Partner Ministry
A Thank You from Dominican Republic
The staff and the several hundred students who will receive the
hope and light of Christ through a Christian education at the
Pena de Horeb (Rock of Horeb) Christian school want to thank
the HCS community. The signi�icant addition to their school is
made possible in part due to our partnership with them. As God
blesses us at HCS, that blessing extends beyond the borders of
Huron County to families in the DR. Praise God for his goodness!

Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise;
his greatness no one can fathom.
One generation commends your works to another;
they tell of your mighty acts.
(Psalm 145:3, 4)

These verses, which formed the basis for the Capital Campaign, continue to be evident throughout the building process. God is
faithful, as we see the dream of a new building to provide a Christ centred education, become a reality. Praise God!
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